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1-1. ICOM

Statement concerning the situation facing
cultural heritage in Afghanistan

August 17, 2021

In recent days, ICOM - along with the international
community — has watched with concern the events

unfolding across Afghanistan.

ICOM is especially alarmed by the threats faced by
the civilian population, and the men and women of
Afghanistan who dedicate their lives to protecting the

rich and diverse cultural heritage of this historic nation.

ICOM expects that all authorities across Afghanistan
will continue to respect the integrity of museums, their
collections, and the heritage sites, as well as the heritage
professionals who hold and safeguard this rich tangible
and intangible heritage in trust for all Afghan people
without distinction of ethnicity, gender, or political

opinion.

In addition, we expect that the authorities continue to
abide by their international obligations to protect heritage
as a state-party to the 1954 Hague Convention for the
Protection of Cultural Property and its protocols, and the
UNESCO 1970 Convention on the Means of Prohibiting
and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of
Ownership of Cultural Property.

Seeing the events in recent days, ICOM recalls the
painful challenges the people of Afghanistan have faced
in the last decades to protect their past. Many men and
women who seek to protect the cultural heritage of
Afghanistan have risked their lives in doing so; criminal
organisations have profited from the sale of looted and
illegally excavated Afghan cultural objects; and heritage

sites have been irreversibly damaged.

Throughout these terrible crises, ICOM together with
many other international organisations has stood

alongside the people of Afghanistan to protect their
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heritage from all threats. In the 1990s, ICOM hosted
workshops to highlight heritage looted from museums,
and in the 2000s ICOM published a Red List of Cultural
Objects at Risk for Afghanistan. ICOM and the museum
community's efforts to fight against the illicit trafficking
of cultural property from Afghanistan and to raise

awareness continue to be visible.

ICOM is currently working closely with its international
partners and actors in the region and monitoring the
situation as it evolves. We will continue to offer whatever
support it can to alleviate any potential threats the
heritage of Afghanistan may face in the uncertain days

and weeks to come.

[URL: https://icom.museum/en/news/statement-
concerning-the-situation-facing-cultural-heritage-in-

afghanistan/]

1-2.1COM

TIHZAY YO XALE A % R
WZOoWTOE (R)

2021 4E 8 H 17 H

ZZHH, ICOM ZEESE S E EBIT, TIH=X
ot TRETVWLEREFELZ, BatHoTH
?O’Cb\éo

ICOM (&, ZDRERMRED, B TEHERXLE
BEEFALDICGEBT VLT IRy O
R, ZUEAEE L TWAEBEIFICEE LT
WwET,

ICOM . 7 7 =A% &0 Y705 Kk .
BUEERICHEHDL ST, §XTOT7H =A% Y
Ro7-012, s L Z2ogm. 2 L CGEEDE
EMEB LY, B0 RAE - WIEO#EE T RES 5L
LEEDOHMRZT| &S UET LI L2,

T 72, LM OREICE S 5 1954 SE DN — 7 558
EXOMEE. B OARE @A, HWi,
A HED R 2 ZE i LB IR 2 RSB 5 24 X

T 1970 4E SR ORI & LTy 245 A% E PE R D
FEIRREH 2 5| S e & T35 2 L 2T 5,

CZHBHOMKFEEZR T, ICOMIET 7H =T ~
DN AP ORAER., #WEEF 2720 ZHEE LT
gLz EWwilEZ LTwab, T7H =%
YOALEHEEFAH ) ETILELDANADBZDD
AT fERRICI L CTB 0. JEIRHARIIIEAE S ik
WKHRMENT IHZAY O #5852 LT
FREZMHTBY,. HEFNYELODOIZWITEIZ
IR TS,

CDE)BESLLWEEROPT, ICOM Z % <
DOEBEHMMEE LI, TIHZAF DAL ELED
W RS 0#EMEEDH LD LB ST 57D E
LS5 TE 7z 1990 4EARIT 1. ICOM (14 1 £ 2>
LIS NERICERELN Y- vay Tk
BAE L. 2000 4EfR121X, ICOM X T 7 A=A % &~
DEKEICH LMD L Yy FYUZRMERELTL
720 TIHZARY 2 OAL OAIERG 1203 %
W, ERBIED 20O 1COM L HfE R OB 1X,
HICRZ 2 THVTWL

ICOM IZHAE, ERW 28— b — R0 7 7
y— L BEICHEE L, RIROMEREZEFHL T b,
SHEH. BOEMOBIZT 7 =A% ¥ OB EDE
3250 LAGWEBIEN 2GR L EHIRT 5700
2. TELMY oA LKL %,

2-1. IFLA

IFLA Statement on Afghanistan

19 August 2021

Alongside the international community, IFLA has
been watching the events of the past days unfold in

Afghanistan closely.

Our concern is first and foremost for the people of
Afghanistan, particularly those groups that are most

vulnerable, including women and girls.
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We join our voice to the global call for the human rights
of all Afghan citizens to be respected and upheld. As
the voice of the global library field, we put particular
emphasis on the right to education and access to
information, freedom of opinion and expression, and

cultural rights for all.

Cultural Rights and Safeguarding of Cultural Heritage
To ensure the right to participate in cultural life, the
diverse cultural heritage of Afghanistan in all its forms,

both tangible and intangible, must be safeguarded.

IFLA calls on all authorities across Afghanistan to
safeguard libraries and their collections, including
documentary heritage collections held by citizens in
private collections, as well as all memory institutions,
museums, archives, galleries, and monuments and sites

across the country.

We put particular emphasis on the need to mitigate
threats associated with illicit trafficking and theft of
cultural property, to which documentary heritage is

particularly vulnerable.

We therefore call on all authorities to carry out
this safeguarding of cultural heritage, and of those
professionals who work to preserve it, without
discrimination due to ethnicity, gender, religion, or
political opinion, to ensure it remains accessible for

future generations.

In particular, we join our voices with fellow international
cultural organisations to call on authorities to continue
abiding by their international obligations to protect
heritage as a state-party to the 1954 Hague Convention
for the Protection of Cultural Property and its protocols,
and the UNESCO 1970 Convention on the Means of
Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and
Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property.

Finally, IFLA honours those who have already risked
their lives to protect the country’s documentary heritage
and cultural heritage in all forms. We will continue to

liaise with our network in the region and international

partners to monitor the situation and provide any support

that is possible.

Christine Mackenzie
IFLA President 2019-2021

Gerald Leitner
IFLA Secretary General

[URL: https://www.ifla.org/node/94117]
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3-1. UNESCO

Afghanistan - UNESCO calls for the protection
of cultural heritage in its diversity

2021/86
19 August 2021

Amid the rapidly unfolding events, and twenty years after
the deliberate destruction of the Bamiyan Buddhas, a
World Heritage site, UNESCO Director-General Audrey
Azoulay “calls for the preservation of Afghanistan’
s cultural heritage in its diversity, in full respect of
international law, and for taking all necessary precautions
to spare and protect cultural heritage from damage and
looting”. UNESCO is closely following the situation on
the ground and is committed to exercising all possible

efforts to safeguard the invaluable cultural heritage of

Afghanistan.

Any damage or loss of cultural heritage will only have
adverse consequences on the prospects for lasting peace

and humanitarian relief for the people of Afghanistan.

UNESCO further underlines the need for a safe
environment for the ongoing work of the country’
s cultural heritage professionals and artists, who play
a central role for Afghanistan’s national cohesion and

social fabric.

Afghanistan is home to a wide range of rich and diverse
heritage, which is an integral part of Afghan history
and identity, as well as of importance for humanity as a
whole, that must be safeguarded. This includes sites such
as the Old City of Herat, the UNESCO World Heritage
sites of the Minaret and Archaeological Remains of
Jam and the Cultural Landscape and Archaeological
Remains of the Bamiyan Valley, where UNESCO has
been working for several decades, as well as museums
including the National Museum in Kabul. It is crucial for
the future of Afghanistan to safeguard and preserve these

landmarks.

[URL: https://en.unesco.org/news/afghanistan-unesco-

calls-protection-cultural-heritage-its-diversity]|
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4-2. Kosaku MAEDA

Urgent Appeal for Afghanistan

This year, 2021, marks a significant milestone: the 90th
anniversary of the Treaty of Amity between Afghanistan

and Japan.

The lasting peace we have long hoped for in Afghanistan

hangs by a thread. The havoc of war has spread, causing
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many people to lose their homes, and further threatening

total collapse. It is time that we bring violence to an end.

Afghanistan has suffered numerous conflicts and wars in
its history, and has become largely dependent on foreign
aid. Kabul and other major metropolitan areas have
increasingly been able to offer vulnerable Afghans safety,
freedom, and equal access to education. Access to the
same should now be extended to all areas of Afghanistan.
But, Afghans are now afraid that this progress will be

lost.

We have been working with UNESCO to conserve and
protect Afghanistan's cultural heritage, which is in danger
of falling into disrepair. We have conducted this work
with the steady hope that these heritage sites will serve
as a foundation for peace and for a common historical
understanding in Afghanistan. Two of Afghanistan's
most prized World Heritage Sites—the Minaret of Jam
and the archaeological site of Bamiyan—are still in the

process of rehabilitation.

We urge the Afghan authorities to ensure the safety of the
most vulnerable in Afghanistan. This includes: protecting
Afghanistan's cultural heritage and all museums, as these
are an indispensable support for the Afghan people, who

take pride in their long and remarkable history.

We wish to appeal to the world for a call to end
bloodshed in Afghanistan. The people of Afghanistan
and their cultural heritage should be protected from any

further violence or war!

Cultural heritage is, by definition, a product of the
common wisdom of humankind, and Afghans too have
a rich heritage in need of protection. It will surely shed

light on the way to a new and lasting peace.

We call for an immediate end to the conflict and
confusion, for reconciliation without bloodshed, and for
the protection of cultural heritage including the National

Museum of Afghanistan in Kabul.

18 August, 2021
Kosaku MAEDA

Director General of Institute of the Studies of the
Cultures of Afghanistan (ISCA), Japan
Visiting Professor, Tokyo University of the Arts, Japan
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[URL: https://www.jcic-heritage.jp/jcicheritageinformati
on20210818-2/]
5-2. JCIC-Heritage

Urgent Statement on the Protection of Cultural Heritage

in Afghanistan

Due to the rapid change in the political situation of
Afghanistan, there is strong concern about the likelihood
of looting and destruction targeting the country’s
historical cultural heritage, especially archacological

sites, and museums.

The Japan Consortium for International Cooperation
in Cultural Heritage (JCIC-Heritage) is extremely
concerned that the irreplaceable cultural heritage of

Afghanistan is in great danger.

The consortium was established to promote collaboration
among related organizations and experts in Japan
and facilitate a greater Japanese role in international
cooperation in the field of cultural heritage protection.
Since 2001, activities in Afghanistan have been a critical
pillar in the history of Japan’s international cooperation
in cultural heritage, which have achieved significant
results by cooperating with Afghanistan, other countries,

and international organizations.

It is widely recognized that cultural heritage is a common
treasure that tells the history of humanity. Cultural
heritage also plays an important role as a source of
national unity and identity, as well as facilitating regional
and national development. Wishing to prevent any
attacks on cultural heritage and mitigate its illicit transfer,
we urge all parties and individuals concerned to act in a
calm and considered manner. We also would like to share

our concerns with the international community.

JCIC-Heritage hereby express our strong resolution
to continue offering support for the protection of
Afghanistan’s cultural heritage. We hope that the people
of Afghanistan will be able to live in safety and security,
and that the current situation will be stabilized as soon as

possible.

18th August, 2021

Masanori AOYAGI
Chair Person of JCIC-Heritage
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